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_ l)urmg the past 10 days or. ta Presi
dent Kennedy and his néw
. tion have- weathered thet
. of serious crises. -
The crises havc all
all Inyolved. majmxg
sions,” * Ve
_ Asthe long-stearﬁing. situatfon
Congo finally reached at,least a tempo-
rary cooling-off stage, the gq
gerous one in Laos tame .to a head.
Then last weeck the abbrtivé Cuba inva-
sion flared. And on the heels of its
failure came the revolt of the ultra-
rightist French generals in A{geria
A weck ago the world outlook from

our point of view was ahmost entirely .
oughly’ thought’ thiro

dark. Today it is far from bright, bui
much improved. The impression mus!
be that our youthful President and his
Administration have weathered this.
period of-storms well.

The Communists conf.mu"e 1o gra“b all
the territory they can. in Laos ‘before a

- ceesefire. The future coalition Govern-

ment will contain Communists and may
be dominated by them. - South Viet Nam .
may come under increasing Red pres-
sure. But the possnbﬂity of World War
III being touched off in Southeast Asia
i= much more remote than it was a short
~ lone, ago.

No one in Washington, Mr Kennedy
least of all, tries to deny that we suf-
fered a debacle in the failyra. of the anti-
Castro invasion and insu¥réction. But
we are engaged in a thoraugh investiga-
tion of why it failed. There is qulet con- .
fidence in the capital that.there will be
another try—and that thete will not be
another failuré, For all his momentary
- success, the feciing is that Castra’s days
are numbered. We know now for the
first time that Latin Ameridan senfiment
1s overwhelmingly  against—not for—
him,

In France we are witnessing another
triumph of one of the genuinely great
men-of the 20th tentury.

De Gaulle has demonstrated his great-
ness more than ever in dealing with the
mutineers. NATO and the free world
breathe casier at the ending of the

thregt to a nation which js, opa of their,
) TLant e senneay Anmm:«trmmr
has made several ma]m policy dec;
. houe plf@VSedo ok

e ave e, In both thece en

and awi!

IviCrlses zmd the C[A

solely his o

ually dan--
sole résppnsi

~ been different had hesthe gift of clal

_around the Cen
“and its director;* Ai[en Ww. Du"IIes L.

~made policy "of"tried to make it
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in the. ' make It. dlear; b

sions taken:

haa mpea!ed.ly ted .ot
while in retmqpect some of ‘thes
slons may seem unwise, and migh

voyance, they-all were taken on the best
information avaﬂable hamd were: thor-
roligl £
Whether he—-b; 8f preﬁ
always were given, the best infotpiatio

that might havi héen _rompiled 4 );;‘them
15 8 question that now seems-yn ﬁg{d

able and ‘the”
sought. Mg’ kﬂlnﬁd)',, { :
get the answer. 'y
The whole( 16 V0LV
ral’ !;e‘?’l g#‘yé*A“e ey

it done the hestJoh possible of collecting
intelligence? - Has it gone beyond -it
funttion of collecﬂng information an
made policy decisions, which it has n
business doing? -
The CIA would insist that it has nevlci_
]
critics would -challenge that insistence, ¥
The CIA would say that-it believes it e
has done the best job humanly possibl__‘
in collecting intplligence and Informa.
tion. It would admit that it ‘hag had %
failures. Samgﬁhmg went wrong ‘dn %
Cuba, though” swould not admit-that
the Cuban_flaste’'was due primasily to
faulty intelligence. It would admit that
it had no warning of the imminenge of
the French generals’ mutiny, though it ¢
did know of their mutinous tendencles.
But then, therd is every evidence that
De Gaulle hims#lf was in the same boat.
The CIA by its nature is hound to
have occasional failures. . 1t cannot: %
cotnplain when they are fustiiably critl- © B
cized. It can only analyze tljo reasons § ot
Ior the fgilures. and try to 3poid mak- ¢
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nian board {o apprau,o the r“rfi its oper- -

public would de M: 110 sue-
o dudoient.
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